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: SEPTEMBER 27. FEAST OF SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL :

! Saint Vincent de Paul, also known as “Fafttee Poor,” was born in the French villége

i of Pouy in 1581. He received his formalissuat the University of Toulose where he
studied theology. Saint Vincent was ordained in 1600 and remained in Toulose for a tin
In 1605, while on a ship traveling from Miéesgo Narbone, he was captured, brought to

I Tunis and sold as a slave. Two years later he managed to escape and return to Fran
i Vincent went to Avignon and laterRome to continue his studies. i

i He started his first organization, the Lanfi€harity, an organization of women dedigated
: to assisting the poor, in 1617 when herexymed a personal conversion that led him to
! discover the need to evangelize and assist souls was so great and the demand% beyor
i own ability. Always depending on God's grace and the guidance of divine providence
Vincent instinctively looked around to see who was willing to join him sitietiggh of
their armaad thesweat of their birowbgs important mission. He founded a religious institute of priests - the
|  Congregation of Priests of the Mission, commonly kterrew as the Vincentians and he cofounded the
. Daughters of Charity along with Saint Louise de Marillac. What these groups had in common and sill have
: common 400 years lateaishared mission to servpeople in need and transform the world for the better by
| doing good and doing it well. Saint Vincent died ia Gfageptember 27, 1660. He left behind only a few I!neagel
| Ppersonal possessions. Among these objects were his saidgiee from the University of Toulouse andihis
: graduate degree from the University of Paris. His caesfeihv@tion of these two diplasrtestifies to the valye
that he placed on his own education and his realiabtiow it had given direction and meaning to his IiTe.

! Saint Vincent teaches us to see Christ in the poor amshguffie much so that the poor become our Lords! and
| Masters and we their servants. Vincentian spiritualityeisdearound this concepbday, there are more than
250 congregations and associations who live dlintiemtian Charism in more than 90 countries. |



